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Abstract 

When in a Multinational State a specific nationalist group becomes dominant among the other 
weak and small groups and starts exploiting the people neglecting them in socio-cultural, 
political as well as economic fields the society becomes unrest and it is witnessed that the small 
groups unite together to protest against the deprivation and exploitation with great enthusiasm 
and awareness demanding separate and autonomous state. During the colonial period many 
such nationalist groups in India did protest against the British rule, but accidentally many new 
national and regional problems took birth due to the revolutionary acts. Rise of regionalism 
and greed for political power attracted the people of Northeast India toward the revolutionary 
activities. The indigenous Assamese people kept on demanding the political rights in the the 
land. As the attitude of the centre constantly remained indifferent regarding the issues a group 
of Assamese Nationalists embraced a violent armed revolution. This is how ULFA (United 
Liberation Front of Assam) took birth on 7 th April, 1979. ULFA’s revolution for the right to 
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self determination has remarkable impacts on Assamese socio-cultural and political lives. A 
good number of literary articles and non fictional works have been written by several writers 
of Assam centering these issues. The writings of Kanaksen Deka, Hiren Gohain, Parag Kumar 
Das, Dhrubajyoti Bora, Sameer Kumar Das, Mrinal Talukdar, Nonee Gopal Mahanta, Kishore 
Kumar Kalita, Manoj Kumar Nath are noteworthy among them. But they have not been 
discussed enough by critics yet. The present paper focuses on the thematic evaluation of Parag 
Kumar Das’ articles on ULFA. 

Keywords: Ideology, Parag Kumar Das, Politics, Prose Writing from Assam, Society, ULFA. 


Introduction 

Parag Kumar Das introduced himself through his bold political writings in Assamese journal 
Prantik and newspaper The Sentinel during 1980s. Later on, in 1989 a newspaper Budhbaar 
was given birth in his own effort. From the very beginning it focused on investigative and 
analytical news, as Das himself was its founder editor. It also paid attention to democratic 
values and tried to give an open platform to all citizens for sharing views. In 1994 Das had to 
resign from Budhbaar and decided to start another magazine Aagan in an interval of ten days. 
In the pages of Aagan too he criticized the Central Government as well as he proceeded 
discussion on ULFA’s revolution regarding right to self determination. But he had to stop 
publishing Aagan very soon due to economic problem. Das joined Axomiya Pratidin as 
managing editor from 1 st January, 1995. He continued working as a strong volunteer for 
protecting human rights parallel to journalism. Parag Kumar Das established an organization 
Manav Adhikar Sangram Samitee (MASS) with some other conscious members. He became 
the chairperson of MASS and criticized all the anti-social activities done by the government. 
Again he gave birth to another new organization Ganatantrik Adhikar Sangram Samitee 


IJELLH 


Volume 7, Issue 2, February 2019 


1790 


(GASS) in 1996 against then Chief Minister of Assam Hiteswar Saikia. Through these 
revolutionary acts Das wanted to depict the conflicting picture of Assam. 

Parag Kumar Das analyzed the contexts of identity and socio-economic independence of 
Assamese people so vividly. By demanding independent Assam he created a new and bold 
political perspective in the province. He supported ULFA’s anti-Delhi ideology and the 
demand for separate independent state. In short Das helped ULFA by giving them intellectual 
support. While discussing ideologies of Das one must consider his experiences as an activist, 
a revolutionary, a journalist, a socio-political reformer and intellectual adviser of ULFA. He 
also pointed out the drawbacks and weaknesses of the organization which helped them in 
balancing morality. Parag Kumar Das in his short span of life wrote many valuable books such 
as- Swadhinatar Prastab, Rastradrohir Dinlipi, Nixiddha Kalam aaru Anyanya, Mok 
Swcidhinatci Laage, Swadhin Axomor Arthaniti etc. Through these books he raises question on 
biased attitude of India as a nation and gives some valid reasons as to why ULFA’s demands 
are fruitful for Assamese people. In almost all the books the author fearlessly discusses 
historical background and functions of ULFA. He never hesitates to criticize the organization 
whenever he finds wrong. The present discussion tries to unveil such issues. 


Birth of ULFA and validity of its objectives 

Parag Kumar Das initially supports the organization in spite of witnessing numerous drawbacks 
only because ULFA could introduce a new political awareness in chaotic Assam. He believed 
that ULFA could recognize the true enemies of the state. That is both Das and ULFA 
considered monopoly of the central government to be toxic for Assam. The abovementioned 
literary works by Das have tried to create some new political ideas which are directly related 
to ULFA. The reasons behind the birth of the organization demanding a separate democracy 
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by Assam were openly supported by him. A veteran writer and thinker of Assam Hiren Gohain 
in his book Samagata Sankat rightly remarks: 

After being aware of the shortcomings of ULFA’s ideology Parag Kumar Das supports 
the organization only because its eye-catching central motive. The motive is not 
disintegration; rather it is integrity and freedom. This is why Das strongly protests 
against the inhuman and barbaric tortures done on common mass in remote villages by 
Indian army. By issuing huge reports from the platform of Mcmav Adhikar Suraksha 
Samittee (MASS) he investigates the issue and brings them into light worldwide. He 
inspires the youths of Assam to be fear free in spite of the nation’s threats and 
deprivations. (99-100) 

Parag Kumar Das agrees ULFA’s ideologies on political and geographical dislocation, separate 
ethnic identity for Assamese people, never ending problems of emigration in this region. The 
historical background of birth of ULFA and Das’ thoughts regarding the present and future 
situations of Assam surprisingly matches to each other. He says that central government has 
never paid attention to the emotions of these indigenous people. There is logic behind this too. 
This northeastern region is geographically dislocated from the other parts of India. Das 
therefore demands freedom in his book Swadhinatar Prastab as follows: 

Till 1826 there was no direct relation between India and Assam. Even after Assam had 
been annexed to British Indian territory forcefully with the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826, 
the extremists did not accept Assam as their part until 1920. India got independence in 
1947 and the nation had to accept Assam as its one of the organs. But we are dislocated 
and deprived even today. Only a corridor of breadth sixty kilometers has artificially 
joined dislocated Assam with the other part of India. (18) 
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The base of emergence of ULFA is also seemed to be same as Das’ viewpoint. The 
ethnographic and demographic orientation of Assam is also dissimilar to the rest of the country. 
Das raises debate on whether the demand of Assam is constitutional or not. He argues that 
Assam may claim independence as the way Bangladesh got the same in 1970s. ULFA questions 
the Treaty of Yandaboo. Das in this regard adds that the independence we got in 1947 is 
actually not independence. It gave birth to discriminations and unrest in our province. In short 
the historical background of ULFA is given a legal shape by the thoughts of Parag Kumar Das. 

But Das does not promote the complete disintegrity. His concept of Right to Self Determination 
is quite different from ULFA’s. He demands constitutional rights for being separate if a 
community’s geography and demography is like Assam. He is not instigating the youths to take 
up arms. In his words, 

To have the right to demand separate democracy does not necessarily mean to dismantle 
the whole Nation within a fraction of time. A community’s decision for demanding a 
new nation depends upon the nature of the parent nation. If India learns how to respect 
the emotions of each and every small community like a responsible parent nation the 
whole country will be united. Otherwise dismantling of the Nation is obvious. (16) 

So, it may be noticed that though Das does not want complete separation unl ik e ULFA his 
views on Assam-Centre relation are almost same. He also demands freedom. This freedom is 
not to rule, but to live dignified lives. Das expects the economic and political freedom for the 
province of Assam. 

Ideologies that are shaped by international legal system on Right to Self Determination 

Parag Kumar Das has tried to analyse the whole issue of Right to Self Determination on the 
basis of the legal system of United Nations. In the same way ULFA has also been following 
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the similar path to locate them in safe zone. Even ULFA’s memorandum to the Secretary 
General of United Nations regarding the Right to Self Determination shows their effort. It is 
important that Parag Kumar Das has discussed the entire matter from legal point of view more 
than ULFA has done. This act of Das helps UFFA tremendously in a legal way. 

Das comments that the charter of United Nations recognizes the Right to Self Determination 
of small, weak and dependent nationalist groups as fundamental right. He also discusses how 
United Nations constituted a General Body in 1966 to protect the dignity of such groups. He 
rightly gives the readers a hint of a proposal by the body on 24 th October, 1970: 

By virtue of the principle of equal rights and self determination of principles enshrined 
in the charter, all people have the right freely to determine, without external 
interference, social and cultural development, and every state has the duty to respect 
this right in accordance with the provisions of this charter... (14) 

Parag Kumar Das claims that India has been disrespecting this charter. He has discussed the 
proposals XXV and XXIX respectively of the General Body of UN in details. It is said that if 
one such nationalist group faces violation of abovementioned rights it may approach UN for 
legal support. Based on these proposals UFFA sent a memorandum to then Secretary General 
of UN, Javier Perez de Cuellar. So, one may easily notice that Parag Kumar Das has helped 
UFFA a lot in theorizing the problems of Assam. 


History of the demand for independent Assam and different ideologies under influence 
of different personalities 

The question for equal rights and self determination in Assam or demand for separate nation 
has a long history. This issue was raised in Assam by people l ik e Ambikagiri Raichaudhury 
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and Jnananath Borah even before India had got independence. Parag Kumar Das continued to 
raise voice during post-independent era. But he argues that the concept of equal rights and self 
determination came into existence in Assam only after Gomdhar Konwar’s bold step on it. 

Das follows what Ambikagiri Raichaudhury had done decades ago. He respects the steps that 
had been taken by Raichaudhury in 1920s. His editorial article in the pages of Deka Axom 
clarifies this point. Again he positively discusses Jnananath Borah’s bravery in his writings. In 
short Das has been greatly influenced by these two intellectuals. He got courage to continue 
his protest against the centre due to the strong backbone behind him. 


Criticism on ULFA’s activities and viewpoints 

Though Parag Kumar Das supports ULFA’s historical base it does not necessarily mean that 
he will remain silent if the organization takes wrong decision. He has been criticizing the faults 
and weaknesses of ULFA so boldly. He criticizes the ways ULFA collects revenue, illegal 
kidnappings, abductions, killings etc. He tries to restrict them so strictly. ULFA tells about a 
systematic and scientific society, but Das condemns them to be unrealistic. He comments that 
ULFA is weak in vision, international relations, issues of immigrations etc. They do not possess 
a good ethical viewpoint. Moreover they do not have a good organizational framework. 

ULFA has not taken a feasible step to unite the common peasants of Assam for the betterment 
of the state. In the same way they are unable to draw the attention of labourers of tea estates 
toward their activities. Parag Kumar Das has noticed that ULFA has a vague notion regarding 
the rights of small indigenous communities of Assam. He cannot witness any kind of right 
strategy taken by ULFA in order to gain economic independence. 
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The theoretical and organizational weaknesses are the main causes behind Parag Kumar Das’ 
new and opposing stand on ULFA. Initially he supported ULFA in a constitutional and ethical 
way. He never encourages the anti-democratic ways of their movement. 


Conclusion 

■ Parag Kumar Das has considered the root causes of ULFA’s birth as valid. But his 
idea of equality and right to self determination does not mean disintegrity unl ik e 
ULFA. ULFA demands complete freedom from centre and separate nation, whereas 
Das demands for constitutional rights only. 

■ Parag Kumar Das initially supported ULFA in the movement against central 
government. In this regard he did not hesitate to announce him to be a supporter of 
ULFA. 

■ ULFA has been trying to strengthen their base with the help of legal support of 
United Nations. Parag Kumar Das also helps a lot by interpreting the rights given 
by UN. 

■ Parag Kumar Das gradually started to disrespect the visions and activities of ULFA 
and pointed out the organizational drawbacks with sharp hand. 

■ According to Das ULFA’s stands on international relation and issue of immigration 
are extremely vague. He argues that ULFA has not taken any right step to unite the 
common peasants and labourers of tea estates. 
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